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Teer Present STaTe. 


Their Domestic Habis are entirely changed in 
many important respects. They now wear decent 
clothing, and have become attentive to their habi- 
tations and household affairs; more industrious in 
their habits, kind and benevolent in their dispusi- 
Lhanis. 

Their Government is equitable, and divested of 
its cittelty and Oppression. The king proposed to 
the people to form what may be calied a constitu. 
tion. "Their government still has the monarchical 
features ; but the power of the chiefs is limited, and 
appears to be exercised in a parental manner. 
Property and life are not subject to the caprice of 
the rulers. Courts of justice and the privilege of 
a trial by jury, have been introduced. 

Their Moral Habits are almost entirely new. 
The biack catalogue of crimes above enumerated, 
have disappeared. Drunkenness, formerly very 
general, isnow extremely rare. "They resist temp- 
tations tothis vice, and avoid occasions which lead 
to it. Foreigners often try them. They have ta- 
ken them on board their vessels, aud urged, and 
almost compelled them to drink; but have very 
seldom succeeded. Murder and theft are more 
uncommon, than in countries long blest with the 
gospel light. Polygamy has ceased. Christian 
iarriage has been generally introduced, and the 
vows of its covenant are sacredly observed. The 
aged, sick and infirm, receive sedulous attention 
from children and relatives ; and benevolent soci- 
eties are formed at the missionary stations, to take 
care of those whose connexions are poor, or whose 
friends are dead. Parents preserve their children, 
and bring them up with care. Mr. E. had seen 
those females who had formerly destroyed their 
infants, nursing and cherishing their young chil- 
dren, those born under gospel light, with ail the 
fondness and solicitude of a mother’s love. The 
Arioi Society, and the taboo system, in their ope- 
ration upon morals, have come to nought.—The 
Sabbath is religiously observed. All their food is 
prepared on Saturday, and ne fire is kindled in 
their habitations on holy time. At sunrise, such 
as are within a convenient distance, perhaps two 
thirds of the peuple, assemble for social prayer. 
There are two other public meetings for preach- 
ing and religious worship, as is usual with us. 
No labor or diversion is witnessed during the day. 

Religion, though by no means universal, has 





ofthe United States are one tenth of the inhabit- 


ants embraced in the Christian church, and adorn- 
ing their profession like the 2000 communicants 
on these islands? In what parts of our favored 
land are the other nine tenths of the people so 
much under the influence of the faith and precepts 
of the gospe] ?—Their idols are cast to the moles 
and the bats; their gods are burned in the fire; 
yea, God hath utterly abolished them. We have 
mentioned their family and secret devotion ; their 
observance of the Sabbath and attendance on pub- 
lic worship; the restraining influence at least, 
which the truth exerts, to keep them from immdo- 
rality and vice, and to renovate their appearance 
and conduct for the present life. We have stated 
the opinion the London Deputation formed of the 
church members. And if they who have taken 
the covenant upon them, are indeed spiritual 
Christians, with what admiration, and joy and 
gratitude must the long disheartened missionaries 
have weicomed them to the table of their Redee- 
mer, and received sorceres and idol priests as 
Christian teachers, and helpers in the® gospel. 
They have around the Lord’s table persons who 
formerly pursued the various wicked courses which 
we have mentioned—drunkards, thieves, robbers, 
assassins, adulterers, sorcerers, liars, murderers of 
fathers, murderers of mothers, and murderers of 
helpless infants—those whose hand turned not 
back froin blood in the day of batthh—and those 
who had cut up the bodies of human victims for 
the altars of false gods. They have communi- 
cants, who had formerly slain four, five, six, seven, 
eight innocent babes with their own hands. These 
now sit together in heavenly places in Christ Je- 
sus, and weep while they are told of the bleeding 
Lambof God. We were almost ready to exclaim, 
it is impossible. But the relation brought forcibly 
io mind the apostle’s catalogue of abandoned char- 
acters, in 1 Cor. 6, and we remember that he adds, 
“ And such were some of you: but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” Then could we believe that these also, by 
the grace of God, have become new creatures. 


Peace has succeeded to their bloody wars, Pom- 
are, the principal king and the first convert, was 
obliged to defend himseif against a pagan army 
after be embraced christianity. He gained the 
victory, and his enemy fled. Immediately he for- 
bade the customary pursuit of the fugitives and 
left their villages unmolested, Instead of this, he 
sent off his troops to burn and demolish the altars 
of idolatry. His enemies were astonished, and 
inquired where has the king learnt this forbear- 
ance and mercy? It is not the custom: this was 


never done before in Tahiti, but itis certainly a 




















































ood thing. Thus they reasoned: and the for- 
Feariaod of Pomare went far to excite inquiry 
concerning his new religion. Since the people at 
large have received the gospel, wars and fightings 
have ceased. The very spirit of contention and 
murder is gone. Occasions are named, on which 
they have magifestec a pacific spirit, which re- 
adi those nations ruere the gospel of peace has 
ong been acknowledged, but which still delight 
in war. 

Their hearts are enlarged for the salvation of 
other Gentiles. A missionary spirit soon began 
to operate. Societies to promote this object are 
formed at every station, which manifest great anx- 
iety for the people who are still in darkness. They 
have no money, and their productions for traffic 
are few. But they seem to do what they can. 
One island of 2000 souls sent cocoa-nut oil and 
arrow-root to London in one year, the nett avails 
of which were $1800. They also sent some of 
their native teachers to other islands, many of 
which have readily received Jehovah’s law.— 
Eighteen of their number are so employed ; 5000 
persons on different islands are taught to read the 
word of God ; and 2 churches have been formed by 
their instrumentality. They have expressed strong 
desires to see the Friendly Islands, and the Navi- 
gators’, and the Marquesas, brought under the do- 
minion of Christ, and probably would not be sat- 
isfied, till the whole abundance of the great Pa- 
cific were converted unto him. 


The Sandwich Islands 

Are eight in number, and contain about 130,000 
inhabitants. Their natural state in some parts is 
leas captivating than they were represented by 
Capt. Cook. They contain, however, many nat 
ural wonders ; perhaps more than any equal por- 
tion of the world besides. Some of the moun- 
tains are of great height; their summits, although 
situated in a tropical climate, being covered with 
perpetual snows. Several of them are volcanoes ; 
and one which Mr. E. had visited, has a crater of 
five miles in circumference, the bottom of which 
is a lake of lava. Round and within this lake are 
abou 20 small craters, from which the eruptions 
appear to be continual.—The spontaneous produc- 
tions of these island are less abundant, and more 
_lebour is required to obtain support, than in the 
Society islands. 

The Native Condition of the People 

Is very similar to that we have already descri- 
bed ; and may be briefly shown by a comparison 
with the account of the Society islands. 

Domestic Happiness is a stranger here also.— 
The people are more disgusting in their personal 
appearance; they wear less clothing: and the fe- 
males are treated more as slaves. IJntorication 
has been more universal. They provided thelr in- 
toxicating draught from ava, tt, sugar cane, and 
sweet potatoes. Here also Theft, T'reachery, Sor- 
cery, Murder by poison, Polygamy, and Infanti- 
cide were awfully prevalent. There was no Aree 
oi Society, and the pride of rank did not exten 
sively operate to destroy their infant offspring.— 
Yet two thirds of their. childreo were killed, for 
various reasons. Their religion required them to 
be sacrificed tothe sharks, and it has been said 
they were sometimes thrown alive into the burn- 
ing craters. Others were despatched by the hands 
of their parents or friends, because nursing was 
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inconvenient to the mother and their support bur- 
densome to the father. They had one nitode of 
destroying them, not practised in the other is!- 
ands; that of burying them alive. They would 
dig a hole in their house, put in the helpless in- 
fant with a piece of tappa in its mouth and cover 
it with earth, the mother would join in treading it 
down, It was not their custom to despatch aged 
or infirm parents with violent hands. 


Their Government 

Bears a strong resemblance to that of the Soci 
ety Islands. The Chiefs have an absolute power 
over the time, the lands, and the lives of the pevo- 
ple. They have been accustomed to require then: 
to labour two days out of every five or seven upon 
the public lands. They beheaded their subjects 
for the most trifling offences, or offered them m 
sacrifice to their idols, Their Wars were not 
less sanguinary than those we have before con- 
templated, except atsea The ocean is so rough 
that they seldom have pitched battles in their cw- 
noes. 

Their Religion 

Was a gross idolatry. Grotesque and horrid 
figures, animals, and the bones of their chiefs were 
the objects of their worship. Human sacrifices 
were frequent; being offered whenever a new 
temple was dedicated, when a chief was sick, and 
when they engaged in war. Their ideas of a fu- 
ture state were confused and dark. They suppo- 
sed the departed spirit goes to an assembly of the 
gods, or to a chaotic state. But even to dwell 
among the gods was wretched; for their homage 
to the gods was fear alone, and they supposed the 
habitation of some of them was in the burning 
mountains. They had, however one practice, 


which seems to have originated ina single ray of 


mercy and humanity. They had a sacred enclo- 
sure, into which those might escape who fled in 
war, or from any violent pursuer: and where they 
were safelv protected. ‘They had gods of the se- 
veral professions ; as the god of the fisherman, and 
others. They had also their household deities, for 
family worship, and as protectors of their habita. 
tions and possessions. 
The Revolution 

Which has taken place here is considerable, 
though far less than in the Society Islands. This 
commenced in 1819, after the death of Tamaha- 
maha, the late king. This chief was a man of 
strong powers of mind; and by his intercourse with 
Europeans and Americans, ke had obtained some 
important knowledge. He was taken sick, and 
the priests resorted to their gods, and the sorcerers 
to their incantations, to procure relief for the king 
It was all in vain. It was then, that the wretched 
state of the soul without the gospel, and on the 
verge of eternity, was painfully displayed. The 
king had heard some few things concerning Chris- 
tianity. In his distress he desired to be told con- 
cerning the Christian’s God, and the Christian’s 
hope in death; but, alas, there was no Christian 
near, that could talk to him of Christ, and re- 
demption by his cross. He died without hope.— 
Riho-Riho, his son and successor, abolished na- 
tional idolatry. As this was done before the in- 
troduction of the gospel, it is important to know 
his reasons for the extraordinary step. They 
were principally three ; a desire to raise the fe- 
males from the servitude and degradation, which 
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were imposed by their religion—the-advice of the 
chiefs and foreigners—and reports of what Po- 
mare had done in his dominions. His new ideas 
seem to have been derived from foreigners, wiro 
told them their gods were vain, and that women 
were not made slaves in civilized countries; and 
from the scattered rays of Gospel light, which had 
reached them from Tahiti. A few chiefs and 
priests opposed the measure, and told the king the 
gods would destroy the islands. But he had too 
much good sense to believe them, and destroved 
the hetaus. Some of the chiefs revolted, and 
war ensued; but the king’s general was victo- 
rious, and did not pursue the fugitives. Peace 
was restored ; anda daw months after, the mission- 
aries arrived. 
The American Mission 

Was established at the Sandwich Islands in 
1820; and a reinforcement of labourers joined 
their brethren there in the early part of 1823.— 
The way had been sometime preparing in this 
country for this event. A missionary spirit was 
enkindled about ten or twelve years before, which 
led tothe introduction of the gospel at Bombay 
and Ceylon, and among the aboriginal tribes of 
ihis country. Christian diligence began to pick up 
youths from heathen lands, a few of whom were 
scattered about our country, to bring them under 
evangelical and litexary instruction. Several of 
these were from the Sandwich Islands, and it was 
resolved to attempt a missionthere. And though 
the lamented Obookiah was called to his eternal 
home, before the mission was fitted out, yet other 
natives were athand to accompany them.* When 
the first missionaries left this country, they ex- 
pected to find all the Islands wholly given to idol- 
atry. But Jo, on their arrival, the false gods had 
perished, and the isles waited for God’s law. Ob- 


jections to their settlement, however, were made. 


But the king said, “ Let them stay a year, and 
we shall know what to do.” They found some to 
listen to what instruction they could impart, and 
made some progress in the language. They had 
not, however, become able to preach in the lan- 
guage, when Mr. Ellis, and two converted chiefs 
from the Society islands, were very providentially 
directed to this scene of labour. They were in- 
duced to take up their residence there, and aid 
our brethren in the work, though they are still sup- 
ported by the London Society. Mr. E. joined 
the Aimerican missionaries in 1823, and labaured 
with them in uninterrupted harmony, till he left 
there on his present voyage to England. 

A council which was held on the arrival of Mr. 
Ellis and the Society Island chiefs, between the 
Tahitian chiefs and the king and chiefs of the 
Sandwich Islands, discovered that each party had 
long indulged fears of the hostile intentions of the 
other. This had been brought about by false re- 
ports, representing the Society Islands as prepar- 
ing to make war on the Sandwich Islands, and the 
reverse; alsé that the objects of the missionaries 
were wholly political, and if permitted to go on, 
would result in the subjection of all the islands. 
A discovery of the deception which had thus been 


* George Tamoree was never considered as a misssion- 
ary assistant, orasa pious man. Christian benevolence 
had attempted, but in vain, to reclaim-and instruct hin. 
The same benevolence took him home to his anxious fa- 
ther, aad the kindness attached the father to the mission 
as bong as ke Nived. 
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practised upon them, both in relation to each oth- 
er and to the missionaries of the Society Islands, 
led them to discredit also the unfavorable accounts 
which had been given of the purposes of the Sand- 
wich Island missionaries in desiring a residence 
among them. Soon after this iuterview with 
these chiefs, the king expressed his conviction of 
the benevolent objects of the American mission to 
to the Sandwich Islands. 


The Present State 


Of this people is far less happy than that of the 
Society Islanders. The public system of idolatry 
has ceased; but many still retain their household 
gods. It has even been proposed lately, to restore 
idolatry in one or two districts ; but the project did 
not find support from the chiefs in general, and 
was abandoned. Intemperance has even increas- 
ed, by the abundance of ardent spirits procured 
from foreign vessels. These islands are a much 
more frequent resort for vessels than the others ; 
hence, to the shame of Christian nations, there 
are many more obstacles to the success of the gos- 
pel. An edict has been promulgated, forbidding 
infantcide, which has had some good effect. The 
Sabbath is observed to a considerable extent; it 
has the sanction of public authority in some in- 
stances ; and some of the rulers show great Zeal 
against the violation of it, and against other wick- 
ed courses. Marriage has beew introduced in 
some instances; and some of the people have be- 
come more decent and civilized. But most of the 
vices formerly so prevalent still hold dominion ov- 
er a great majority of the people. The bands of 
oppression are partially loosed; for light prevails 
most among the rulers. Yet they have few of the 
improvements in liberty and equitable goVernment, 
which have been witnessed in the other islands. 
We have heard of few or no wars, since the arri- 
val of the missionaries, except on the late rebell!- 
ion of George Tamoree. That is now happily 
ended, and has produced but a temporary inter- 
ruptidn to schools and preaching. Theor state is 
that of a people favored with the gospel and ac- 
knowledging its importance, but loving darkness 
because their deeds are evil. 

The progress of Light, 
Though not rapid, is very perceptible. Five 
years ago, but few of this people knew that there 
isa God, or that a Saviour has come into the 
world. They had no knowledge of letters, and 
had no desireto know. Recently on Oahu alone, 
are 24 schools, with 900 scholars, and an idea pre- 
vails extensively that knowledge is desirable, 
They had not heard the gospel. Now, several 
stations are occupied, where public worship is reg- 
ularly attended, and by many persons. Mr. El- 
lis accompanied by several of his brethren, not 
long before he left, took a tour of 9 weeks on Ha- 
wail, containing 35,000 inhabitants. The gospel 
message was heard attentively in every village. 
A number of chiefs and others are particularly at- 
tentive to the word of life, some of whom are reck- 
oned pious. Iudeed, the missionaries indulge the 
hope, that several individaals who have left the 
world, died in the Lord. Gov, Cox, of Maui, was 
an early inquirer. Tamoree, the father of George, 
gave his teachers much satisfaction in life and 
death. Keopuolapi, the mother of the king, lately 





deceased, gave such evidence of conversion that 
she was ‘agmitted to baptism on her death beth 
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avenged him of his enemies.” 


28 Extracts from the Rev. Mr. Coax’s Speech. 


There are three chiefs in the district where Capt. 
Cook was killed who give evidence of piety. There 
is a good prospect that the light will continue and 
increase. Ministers and teachers are well receiv- 
ed. Education is advancing. Adverse events 
are overruled for this end. George rebelled; but 
the council of his father prevails, to prevent his in- 
fluence and authority from obstructing the gospel. 
Riho-riho, who burnt the idols, and received the 
missionaries, with his queen, lately died in Eng- 
land. The heir to the government is a child ; but 
the regency is very friendly to the mission, and 
will be likely to render considerable aid. A press 
is introduced; school books are published and us 
ed, and portions of the Bible are preparing for the 
use of the schools. The day has dawned upon 
the Sandwich Islands ; may the Sun of righteous- 
ness soon arise upon them in his glory, with sal- 
vation in his beams. 
rh Se 

Extracts from the Speech of the Rev. Mr. COX, 

Before the Presbyterian Education Society, 


May 12. 
THE ILLITERATE MINISTER. 


An illiterate preacher is incapable of definite- 
ness 3 especially in the detail, as distinguished from 
the generality of things. As his opinions are not 
the result of elaborated thought or consecutive 
reasoning, they are loose, uncertain, variant. He 
tnay be eminent for spiritual mindedness ; his 
beart may be wrapt in the cause of God ; yet the 
incertitude of his scattering effusions may more 
puzzle than instruct, more injure than benefit his 
hearers. “ Four if the trumpet give an uncertain 
sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle ?” 
When victory declared for David, and Absalom 
was slain by the hand of Joab, the enthusiasm of 
the moment thrilled the total host. Ahimaaz par- 
ticipated in the general joy, for he knew, general- 
ly, that the cause of the king was triumphant.— 
Ahimaaz was loyal, and his spirit bounded to her- 
ald the news to the King, “ how that the Lord had 
Thrice did he 
importune his commander for a licence to run.— 
* And Joab said, wherefore wilt thou run, my son, 
seeing thou hast no a ready?” Still he per- 
sisted: and though Cushi, a competant messen-. 
ger was already running, and charged with offi- 
cial despatches to the King, his perseverance suc- 
ceeded ; and Joab said unto him, run. “Then 
Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and overran 
Cushi.” He outstripped the regular ambassador, 
arrived in a hurry of patriotism, and found his af- 
flicted sovereign all anxiety to learn particulars. 
He announced the victory in general terms; the 
detaii on some account—he could not command. 
“% And the King said, is the young man Absalom 
safe? And Ahimaaz answered, when Joab sent 
the King’s servant, and me thy servant, I saw a 
great tumult, but I knew not whatit was.” Here 
was the result of his pains-taking activity. It was 
all indefiniteness! He beard a noise, but he knew 
not its meaning; be saw a dust—the syimbol of 
confused brains; something marvellous had hap- 
pened in which be felt much interested; but fur- 
ther this deponent saith not. Whether he under- 
stood the fate of Absalom or not, seems uncertain; 
that he did not rehearse it, is sure. “ And the King 
said unto him, turn aside and stand here. And he 
turned aside, and steod still,” ‘Thus may every 
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officious Ahimaag that intrudes unfurnished into 
the ministry, anticipate the rebuke of David’s sou 
and Lord, who has no need of such empty couri- 
ers. The event of a battle, the fall of a hero, or 
the catastrophe ofa nation, are small matters com- 
pared with the concerns of the soul, the objects of 
religion, and the mysteries of God. 


After taking the position that THE CHURCH IN ALL 
AGES IS OBLIGATED TO PROVIDE AN ABLE MINISTRY, 
and maintaining it by apprepriate arguments, the speak- 
er proceeded as follows :— 

If it be demanded, what degree of learning is 
necessary ? wereply, acompetent degree, or that 
which may qualify the candidate to be a safe 
guide, a profitable preacher, a pastor of such re- 
sources that he shall wax rather than wane, and 
be ‘a burning and a shining light,’ to the end of his 
course. He must be able to expound the Sctrip- 
tures with correctness, as one set for the * defence 
of the gospel.’ But how much learning is exactly 
indispensable is a question of difficult solution, es- 
pecially in the abstract. There is, however, no 
such thing as a universal standard of education, 
A man is educated, when he is qualified for res- 
pectability and usefulness in any particular circle 
of society ; when his attainments fit him for some 
sphere of valuable occupation in which he may 
make the most of life, and serve his generation by 
the will of God. Education is a relative, and, iu 
several respects, a vernacular and local idea—in- 
sensible of this fact as are some transatlantic crit- 
ics and reviewers, who are all for uniformity in 
church and state, in cottages and colleges, at home 
and abroad. In our own country, the conspicu- 
ous object of envy and admonition to the lords of 
the eastern continent, gigantic in its infaney, and 
towering to more than colossal dimensions, a 
country in which the prodigies of nature are rival- 
led by those of art, and where freedom, action 
and enterprise prevail as national characteristics, 
the ministry of reconciliation should possess cor- 
responding attributes, and exemplify a congenial 
magnanimity. In our covatry might is not righty 
nor Opinion, law ; nor tradition, proof :—evidence, 
mortal consideration, and the sway of conscience, 
are the only rulers which freemen will ever en- 
throne. Our country is the proper home of reli- 
gion, and the appropriate sphere of an enlighten- 
ed ministry. Accuracy of thought, clearness of cle- 
finition, alacrity of movement, force of reasoning, 
promptutude of service, Scriptural richness, mental 
discipline, patience of contradiction, and godly 
sincerity are the panoply of the American preach- 
er. In all the departments of our social state, 
something homogenous, something national, is to 
be observed ; and our preachers and pastors should 
be adapted to the times and the places where 
their functions are to be performed ; otherwise, 
however well informed, they will be alimost use- 
less—they will appear, and in effect will be, un- 
educated. Prodesse quam conspici is their ap- 
propriate aim :—lo benefit rather than appear. 

But where can we find the proper qualities in 
an illiterate and pretending ignorance? Shalt 
we educate our promising indigent youth, upon 
whom has already descended the unction of the 
skies? We must have a learned ministry, and 
where can we obtain it? I am no flatterer, sir, of 
affluent and patrician greatness. Well I know 
that learning even in the ministry, and much 
more out of it, can exist in a state of fearful dis- 
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junction from goodness ; and often have I depre- 
cated the doom—there is none like it—of those 
prophets whom Jesus will disown in that day !— 
Still I must suspect the genuineness of his chris- 
tianity who wishes to see its authentic teachers 
idiots in knowledge. It reminds me of the policy 
of that apostate, the son of Nebat, whose name is 
never Mentioned in Scripture without its appropri- 
ate brand—“ who caused Israel to sin;” and a 
part of whose sin it was to vulgarize the priest. 
hood. He “made priests of the lowest of the 
people, who were not of the sons of Levi.” The 
whole history of the church, and of her worthies, 
since the days of Paul, is in favour of a learned 


ministry. For our English Bible, the wonder of 


the age that produced it more than two centuries, 
ago, we are indebted to learned translators. Our 
Protestant privileges under God, we owe to learn 
ed reformers—and what would they say, could 
they witness our apathy in the cause that donour- 
ed and absorbed their lives. Let Protestant chris 
tendom promote and extend an ignorant mipistry 
—no matter by what means of doing or not doing 
—and ignorance, the atmosphere of the Papacy, 
and the moiher of Romish devotion, will soon re 
store to our Jaity all that apparatus of superstition 
which the reformers stormed ;—all! those sensible 
assistances of a faithless worship which were at 
ence the delight and the degradation of the dark 
ages. An iguorant Protestant ministry, or none 
at all, is the grand desiderandum of the Court of 
St. Peter and its earthy propaganda. 
Hoc Ithacus velit, et magno mercenter Atrida. 
A competent ministry, dispersed at proper in- 
tervals over our favonred Jand, would promote in- 
telligence, order, virtue and all the charities of the 
social state. But why speak I of these? Valuable 
as they are, they are transitory too. They are 
things “seen and temporal.” In the rich and 
tasteful language of Robert Hall, “ The happiness 
which Christianity confers in the present life are 
blessings which it scatters by the way in its march 
to immortelity.” Here Mr. President, is the glo- 
ry of the Gospel. It sheds the light of God upon 
our prospect of deathless existence. It gives us 
* everlasting consolation and good hope through 
grace.” It proclaims “ Jesus Christ and him cru- 
cified” as the salvation of them that believe. And 
who may put the extinguisher upon its light, or 
covet—impossible avarice !—the monopoly of its 
blessings? The glory of our country is defective 
just in proportion as the Gospel is disparaged or 
unknown in it. 
Spread it then, 

Aud let it circulate through every vein 

Of the republic ; that where freedom’s pow'r 

Is felt, mankind may feel the Gospel too. 

aS - 
REPORT OF THE VISITORS OF THE RETREAT 
FOR THE INSANE. 


To the Prudential Committee, 

GeN?PLEMEN :—Your visiting Committee, hav- 
ing attended to the duties devolved upon them, 
in consequence of their appointment as Visitors 
to the Retreat for insane persons, beg leave to 
submit the following report : 

In every new and charitable institution of a 
public eharacter, designed for general good and 
extensive usefulness, difficulties will arise, and 
embarrassinents will ensue, which could neither be 





foreseen or avoided; and this remerk, we appre-' 
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hend, will especially apply to the one whose inte- 
rests have already shared a portion of our time 
and attention, and which still claim our most 
anxious solicitude. The outrageous Maniac and 
the idiotic Lunatic often become objects, if not 
of hatied, at least of indiffereuce to their parents 
and friends, and having exhausted their strength 
and their patience, by ineffectual efforts to con- 
troul the one or endure the other, they are ready 
to seize the first opportunity which offers of send- 
ing them to some place of refuge, where the least 
probability exists of bettering their condition. 
Hence the most difficult subjects to manage, are, 
alinost invariably, the first patients in a Lunatic 
Hospital; and hence arise those difficulties and 
embarrassments, with which a want of experience 
always has to coutend: still they have been met 
by the Superintendant, with such promptness ef 
skill and saccess, as abundantly justifies the ap- 
pointment, which placed him in the responsible 
station which he now occupies. In both the med- 
ical and moral treatment of his patients, we have 
been perfectly satisfied; his discernment in de- 
tecting the causes of their various maladies, and 
his judgement in the application of remedies, has 
secured our entire approbation. In many instan- 
ces their peculiar wants and troubles have been 
anticipaied anc prevented; while in others they 
have been discovered and greatly alleviated if not 
entirely removed, as will probably appear in the 
Superintendaut’s report. 

Coercion and close confinement have never 
been resorted to, where the force of persuasion 
and kind treatinent would answer; indeed, so ef- 
fectual have been the humane efforts and judicious 
manazenient of the Superintendant, that compa- 
ratively few cases of this kind have existed: his 
knowledge of the human mind and character give 
him a peculiar faculty in acquiring ‘and securing 
the affection and confidence of this unfortunate 
class of patients. The moral treatment, in our 
opinion, is not less entitled to the approbation of 
the public; to elucidate this remark, we beg leave 
to incorporate in our report, a copy of the follow- 
ing digest of rules, a compliance with which is in- 
dispensable in their every day practice: 

“ Every patient must have his hands and face 
well washed, his hair combed, and his clothes 
brushed and adjusted, before breakfast. 

“Immediately after breakfast, the patients in the 
first class, will take the yard for air and exercise, 
ill dinner. After dinner, conduct them again to 
the yard, and let them remain there until supper. 
Any of these patients, if they cap be persuaded, 
may help in cleaning the rooms. On Wednes- 
days and Saturdays, from 10 o’clock forenoon till 
noon, and from 2 o’clock afiernoon till 4, they are 
to walk abroad a mile or two accompanied by an 
attendant. 

“ After breakfast, till nine o’clock, one of the 
attendants must clean the rooms, assisted by one or 
more patients from the other classes. The other 
attendant, at the same time must accompany the 
other patients in walking over the grounds, and 
attempt, by all possible means, to amuse and dix 
vert them. 

“From 9 o’clock till half past eleven the patients, 
those that can, must be employed at work. 

“From 2 till 4, they must resume. their work ; 
from 4 to 6, they must’be amused, in various ways. 
“The attendants must be confinually alive au 
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on the watch, must study the various humours of 
the patients, be ready to gratify thetr little wants 
when not unreasonable, never make sport of their 
complaints or absurdities, but treat them with un- 
deviating kindness and even respect: and thus 
convince the unfortunate sufferers that they are 
surrounded by friends.” 

In ovr monthly visits to the Retreat, your Com- 
niittee have been fully satisfied with the conduct of 
the Steward and Honse-keeper ; the peculiar du- 
ties incumbent upon them in their intercourse with 
the insane, have been performed with faithfulness 
and punctuality, mingling, at the same time in all 
their conduct towards them, those essential requi- 
sites of character, mildness, and decision. We 
cannot dismiss this part of our report, without ad- 
verting to the satisfaction expressed by the ladies 
who accompanied vs to the Institution, on our 
montAly visits; they unitedly expressed not only 
their surprise at the cleanliness of the wards, the 
beds and apartments through which they passed, 
and the peculiar neatness of the persons and the 
apparel of all the females. 

As it respects abuses, we have none to cemplain 
of; if any have existed, they have not come to our 
knowledge; and as relative to improvements many 
might be made, were the means to remedy them 
in your power: but as we know they are not, we 
shall confive our remarks. 10 two or three, which 
we deem of the most essential importance. The 
first that occurs is a Bathing Establishment ; this 
we think indispensably necessary. The applica- 
tion of water, in all its varieties to the human frame, 
has always beemconsidered as among the most im 
portant remedies in every Lunatic Hospital ; and 
so entirely destitute are we in this respect, that 
when a warm bath was lately supposed to be abso- 
Juteiy necessary for a patient, the Superintendant 
was under the necessity of sending into the city 
and borrowing a tub from a private family. 

Horses and suitable vehicles are much wanted, 
for various purposes; for exercise, for the conva- 
Jescing patients, for domestic uses, Xc.: in this 
way much benefit would accrue to the feeble Lu 
natic, and money be saved for the Institution. 

One thing more we will suggest, by way of im- 
provement. In every residence for Lunatics, there 
will be s#ine who are at all times, or occasionally, 
very boisterous in their behaviour, both by night 
and by day, getting no sleep themselves, and suf- 
fering no one to sleep under the same roof where 
they are: under these circumstances, your com- 
mittee are persuaded that it will soon become 
necessary, (and certainly the sooner it can be 
done, the better,) to erect a small and strong house, 
near to the Retreat, and yet so far from it, that 
its inhabitants will not be annoyed by their loudest 
noises: other institutions haye always found a 
measure of this kind reves 4 and we doubt not 
when means ae provided the remedy will be ap- 
plied. 

Your Committee might suggest further on the 
subject of our wants, but we forbear, and for the 
best reason in the world, and in which we think 
there can be but one opinion,—that we all want 
Mowery, and without which none of our wants can 
be supplied. 


We will only remark, further that provided the 
means alluded to could be furnished, with the pre- 
sent Supgtintendant at the head of the Institution, 
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it would soon become, we firmly believe, one of 

the most flourishing and useful in our country. 
Mason F. Coesweut, ) 
Tuomas Miner, 
Sam’s B. Woopwarp, 
Evian Reep, 
Wittiam TULLy, 
Joun L. Comstock, 
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The Boston papers contain Reviews. of a sermon preach- 
ed before an Association of Ministers on the 25th of May 
1825, by the Rev. Dr. Griffin, President of Williams Col- 


lege. 

50 speaking of the rules of Rhetoric, as they stand re- 
lated to the pulpit, the Dr. remarks: 

If preachers would resort more frequently to 
their own studied consciousness under diferent 
speakers, and less servilely to those rules which 
have produced the sermons of a Blair, they would 
be more eloquent and do more good. ‘Too much 
attention to rules out of the mind, will just serve to 
render a preacher elegant and popular and useless. 
Try it in your common conversation. Let your 
chief attention be directed to your style and ad- 
dress, and the sonl of your conversation has evap- 
orated#” Let your attention be engrossed by your 
subject or by an earnest desire to impart imstruc- 
tion or pleasure to those around you, and you are 
a different man. 

But the rules which have been prescribed by 
rhetoricians are specially defective as they apply 
to the pulpit. Instead of directing the preacher 
to go forth with his eye fixed on God alone, with 
no weapon in his hands but “the sword of the 
Spirit,” to excite passions not natural to men, and 
to produce a radical change of heart and life; 
they send him forth to work a transient effect on 
the natural passions by the mese power of ela- 
quence. This is less to be wondered at when it 
is considered how different from all other kinds of 
oratory is that of the pulpit, and that these rules 
were derived from the heathen who had no idea of 
simple truth’s being employed by a divine power 
to awaken the highest passions of the soul, pas- 
sions too, not natural to men. The operation 
which takes place in a Christian church by the 
power of truth and the divine Spirit, is wholly dif- 
ferent from that which took place in a Roman fo- 
rum by the influence of Cicero’s eloquence. Here 
the aim was to awaken none but natural passions, 
to subside as soon as awakened, without any re- 
gard to the permanent moral dispositions of men, 
and of course without reliance on any power high- 
er than the native force of oratory. In like man- 
ner the modern orator at the bar and in the sen- 
ate depends on himself alone, and without an ally, 
attempts to take the citadel by storm. Pelagians 
may do the same in the pulpit: but Calvinists 
know that here the victory is to be won, “not by 
might nor by power, but by” the “ Spirit” of “ the 
Lord ;” and they rely on the energy of truth in the 
hands of the Spirit to produee, not natural and 
transient effects, but supernatural and permanent 
transformations of heart and life. 

The leading principle which ought to regulate 
this species of public speaking, is illustrated in the 
following manner :— 

In every sermon the supreme object ought to be 
to do good. In forming your general style of 
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preaching, ask yourself, not what will surround 





you with temporary applause, but what soit of 


preachers seatteced through the world would fori 
the most glorious church for Christ and bring 
most souls to heaven, and strive to be one of them. 
Go forth with a sense of absolute dependance on 
God. Always approach the sanctuary with a 
prayer on your tongue and with a strong desire in 
your heart for the salvation of men. Bathe your 
mind in your subject and preach every sermon as 
though it were your last. Keep your eye chiefly 
on the conscience. Take more pains to show 
vour hearers that they have violated obligations 
and ought to do the service required, than tirat it 
would be pleasant and for their interest. If you 
Wish to astunish only, make short and eloquent 
appeals to the passions, and just as your hearers 
begin to feel, stop ; but if you wish to do execution, 
follow it up; leave no stone unturned. A man 
less pressed with desire will state his case and a 
few arguments in point, and there calmly leave it. 
Buta man who feels unable to quit ull he has 
gained you, will surprise you with specimens of 
his invention. When you think he has exhaust- 
ed the subject he will bring forward new matter ; 
not forced in, (that makes the heavy preacher,) 
but so necessary that you wonder you should have 
thought the subject ended without it. It is not 
the heavy afterpiece of a jaded spirit, but the very 
speaking of the soul. 

Some preachers please the church and some the 
world. Beware of a wish to be admired. The 
way to be popular with the serious and wise is not 
to seek it. The way to be divinely eloquent is not 
to set up this for an object, but to steep tue soul in 
heavenly truth. Let it not be so much your aim 
to polish as to point. Do not always choose the 
most popular and splendid subjects. Ask your 
heart what text to take. Never write a sermon 
merely because you must. When youare hunting 
for matter barely to fill up half an hour, it will al- 
ways be uninteresting. Live so and study so that 
you will always have one subject that fills your 
heart, andtake that. Write not so and so because 
you must fill a sermon, but because with present 
feelings you cannot write otherwise. Consult 
your own joys or trials or necessities to know 
what to say and in what order. Copy your own 
heart and views. These are the most interesting 
sermons. Here heart answers to heart. 

Avoid remote matter,—going round and round 
a subject without coming to the point like Paul. 
A man with the beart of a Seneca may fiud mai- 
ter enough around about Christianity to fill the 
discources of half a century, without ever preach- 
ing a gospel sermon. 

Shun not to declare the whole counsel of God ; 
not all at once, but as the people are able to bear 
it; not in a tortuous manner, but directly and ex- 
plicitly. Use not circumlocution to avoid the 
word hell. Say not Deity or the Being who rules 
the world, but God. The greatest prudence lies 
in obeying him and securing bis protection. But 
use “acceptable words.” Avoid terms that are 
peculiarly obnoxious when others will do as well. 
Be gentle and affectionate in your manner. Show 
no pride in speaking of opposers. Descend not to 
the unmanliness of making your pulpit your fort 
from which to assail your enemies. When you 
have occasion to speak of the character and pros- 
pects of sinners, let it appeat tg be done, (and te 
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appear natural it must be real,) not from delight 
iu their misery, or from exultation at being raised 
above them, or from a propensity to threaten and 
arraign, but from necessity aud love; and make it 
manifest from your compassionate looks and soft- 
ened tones, that the description gives you pain. 
There is an opposite manner, as useless as it is dis- 
gusting ; a talking of sinvers and their punishment 
in a hard hearted way; throwing out things ina 
disjointed, harsh, unfeeling style, and not in an af- 
fectionate, convincing, affecting, pungent manner ; 
denouncing them in general terms aud declaiin- 
ing about hell-fire, without taking any sober pains 
to fix a conviction of sin upon the heart; in a word, 
throwing about cornscations of lightning without 
awakening any sense of guilt. 


The preacher then illustrates in the most forci- 
ble and conclusive manner the importance of ad- 
dressing all the faculties of the mind, of pursuing 
divine truth through every avenue, by which it can 
reach and transform the heart ; and closes with the 
following appeal to his brethren in the ministry. 


My dear brethren, why are we not more impres- 
sive? Theology a@ords the best field for tender, 
solemn, and sublime eloquence. The most au- 
gust objects are presented, the most important in- 
terests are discussed, the most tender motives are 
urged. God and angels, the treason of Satan, the 
creation, ruin and recovery of a world, the incar- 
nation, death, resurrection, and reign of the Son 
of God, the day of judgment, a burning universe, 
an eternity, a heaven and a hell, all pass before 
the eye. What are the petty dissentions in the 
states of Greece or the ambition of Philip ? What 
are the plots and ‘rivairies of Rome or the treason 
of Cataline, compared with this? If ministers 
were sufficiently qualified by education, study, and 
the Holy Ghost; if they felt their subject as much 
as Demosthenes and Cicero did, they would be the 
most eloqueft men on earth, and would be so es- 
teemed wherever congenial minds were found. 

My dear brethren, I have allowed myself to 
speak with freedom for [ know to whom I am 
speaking. I have confidence in you. My spirit 
is joined to your spirit. Probably in the world 
there is not a more enlightened body of divines 
than in New-England. I see in you the sons of 
those wonderful men who first preached the gospel 
to these churches. Their sepulchres are with us, 
their institutions are with ug, and their doctrines 
are with us to this day. O may their mantles rest 
upon us, and may we emulate the faithfulness and 
zeal with which they preached the gospel. They 
are gone to their last account and we are rapidly 
following. The time is sliort. Whatever we de 
we must do quickly. 

Dear brethren, our office is no ordinary ome. 
We are ambassadors from the King of kings and 
Lard of lords toa revolted world. Never had men 
committed to them an embassy of such deep and 
everlasting moment. No work ever undertaken 
by mortals was so important, so solemn, or con- 
nected with such amazing consequences. Among 
all the thousands to whom we preach, not one but 
will take an impression from us that will never 
wear out. The fate of millions through succeed- 
ing generations depends on our faithfulness.— 
Heaven and hell will forever ring with recited me- 
morials of our ministry. And O, our own respon- 
sibility. There is for ue mo middle destiny. Our 
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stake is for a higher throne of glory or for a deep- 
er hell. For to say nothing of the souls commit- 
ted to our care, our work leads to the altar. Our 
home is by the side of the Shekinah. We have 
daily to go where Nadab and Abihu went, and to 
transact with Hin who darted his lightning upon 
them. Itis a solemn thing to stand so near that 
holy Lord God. Let us beware how by unhal- 
lowed fervours we bring false fire before the Lord. 
Let us not fail to devote to our work our best pow- 
ers, Our unceasing application, consecrated by un- 
remitting prayer. Any thing rather than careless 
preparations for the pulpit and a sleepy perform- 
ance init. Forget your father, forget your moth- 
er, but forget not this infinite work of God. 

Soon we shall appear with our respective char- 
ges before the judgment seat of Christ. What a 
scene will then open between a pastor and his 
flock; when all his official conduct towards them 
shall he scrutinized, and all their treatment of him 
and his gospel shall be Jaid open: when it shall ap- 
pear that an omniscient eye followed him into his 
study every time he satdown to write a sermon, 
and traced every line upon lis paper and every 
motion ofhis heart; and followed him into the pul. 
pit, and watched every kindling desire, every 
drowsy feeling, every wandering thougbt, every 
reach after fame. Ah my dear brethren, when 
you hear on the right hand the songs of bursting 
praise that you ever had existence, and on the left 
behold a company of wretched spirits sending forth 
their joud lament that you had not warned them 
with a stronger voice, will you not regret that all 
your sermons were not more impassioned and all 
your prayers more agonizing ? But whatis that! 
see? A horrid shape more deeply scarred with 
thunder than the rest, around which a thousand 
dreadiul beings, with furious eyes and threatening 
gestures, are venting their raging curses, Jt is an 
unfaithful pastor, who went down to hell with 
most of his congregation ; and these around him 
are the wretched beings whom he decoyed to death. 
My soul turns away and cries, Give ine poverty, 
give me the curses of a wicked world, give ine the 
martyr’s stake; but, OQ my God, save me from 
unfaithfulness to thee and the souls of men. 

The Reviewer in the Recorder says—“I ex- 
press again my wish that this sermon may be at- 
tentively read by every minister, and pass into ev- 
ery family. I believe that all those in the sacred 
ministry, who heard it delivered, went away with 
the impression, that they had fallen far below the 
standard in their preaching, at which they ought 
to have aimed ; and that they must go to their 
people, and by much prayer and greater efforts, 
preach much better. And 1 hope the general ef- 
fect of a careful reading of the sermon will be to 
produce more useful and impressive sermons, and 
make more useful and devoted ministers.” 
e_—_—_—_————————LL_—_—————_—_=—_a 





NEW-HAVEN, Juwe 18, 1825. 








YALE COLLEGE. 


The Cabinet of Minerals which has for the last fifieen 
years, been in possession of Yale College, was deposited 
in that institution by Col. Gibbs, a gentleman highly dis- 
tinguished by his exertions for the promotion of science. 
it was collected by the labours of many years, and by the 
industry of many different individuals ;—was, originally, 
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several distinct cabinets, which were either collected or 
purchased by Col. Gibbs, united by him in one, and 
brought to this country. Since the year 1810 it has, with 
great liberality, been gratuitously loaned to the College by 
its proprietor. It is one of the most ample means of min- 
eralogical instruction which have ever beep enjoyed at 
any one place. The proprietor has recently announced 
his intention to sell it, offering it, at the same time, to Yale 
College, for what is considered the very moderate price of 
twenty thousand dollars. As the funds of the College are 
totally inadequate to the purchase of it, subscriptions bave 
been opened fin this city, and among the friends of the 
College in New-York, which it is hoped will be sufficient- 
jy large to enable the Corporation to retain this rare col- 
jection in its present situation. It has long excited the 
admiration of strangers, and has contributed very materi- 
ally to the reputation which Yale College at present en- 
joys. 

It is equalled by none on this continent, and is said to 
be exceeded by not more than two or three in the world. 
We can think of few scenes which bring so forcibly to 
the mind the skill of the Creator of the earth, as the room 
in which this splendid cabmet is kept. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Communicatious have been received by the Secretary 
of the American Board of Commissioners, from its mis- 
sionaries at the Sandwich Islands, being extracts from the 
journal at Honoruru, dated Nov. 14, 1824, The death of 
Reho-Reho was not krown in the Islands at that date, At 
his departure for England, he left the government of his 
dominions in the hands of Krimoku and Kaakumann, and 
nominated his brother Kauikiouli, a boy@bout twelve 
years of age to succeed him, in case he should not return. 
No news of great importance is contained in the extracts 
from that journal which are published in the Missionary 
Herald. The funeral of Governor Cox, whose death has 
heretofore been noticed in our paper, was celebrated with 
Christian solemnities, by Mr. Bingham and Mr. Ellis, at 
the request of the chiefs. The right of Kauikiouli to the 
throne, is, it is understood, undisputed. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


Mr. Brigham and Mr. Parvin have been for some time 
employed by the American Board on a mission to South 
America, the primary object of which is, to ascertain the 
religious and moral state of the country, with a view to the 
establishment of a permanent mission in some part of it, 
The following are extracts from a communication by Mr, 
Brigham, dated at Buenos Ayres, Sept. 10, 1824. 


An act has just passed the Junta, for appropri- 
ating $12,000 per annum for educating young 
men of the provinces in foreign schools. Some 
will probably be sent to Europe, others to our oiwn 
country. The plan isa noble one, as these young 
men will probably bring home much valuable 
learning, and help to remove that prejudice against 
foreigners, which this people too commonly have. 

A Catholic clergyman, who is destined fora 
Greek Professor in the University, has just begun 
to study Greek with Mr. Parvin. This is a gra- 
tifying circumstance, as it shows the waning of 
their superstition in regard to Protestant teachers. 
I hope, too, that his intimacy with Mr. Parvin, 
which must grow out of their present relation, will 
be productive of good.—The Government have in 
contemplation the establishment of both Greek 
and English professorships in the University be- 
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fore many years. Allthis augurs well, both for 
the cause of liberty and pure religion,—for both 
liberty and religion rejoice in the ight, and in free 
investigation. 


Mr. Brigham left Buenos Ayres for Chili on the 20th of 
October, and, on his way, stopped a few days at Mendo- 
za. Thence he wrote on the 13th of November. 


I brought between 50 and 60 Testaments to 
this place, a part of which I have already distribu 
ted, and think I shall soon dispose ef the whole, et- 
ther by sale, or gratuitously. 1 think I shall visi: 
San Juan, and take part of them thither. I have 
very little fear of distributing them in any of these 
places. Many of the clergy of the best standing 
are increasingly liberal, and treat me with much 
kindness, ‘They are quite inquisitive, as !0 the na- 
ture of our religious system ; and I always explain 
it with fraukness, and point out its good effects 
upon our society. 

lL have also, in this place, become acquainted 
with many of the young men, who are burning re- 
publicans, and have great curiosity to know the na- 
ture of our Government, Colleges, &c.—a curios- 
ity which I love to gratify. ‘There is no calcula- 
ting the good which is to be done here by conver- 
sation; and on no subject is it easier to converse, 
than on religion,—its true nature, its perversions, 
and the importance of its free toleration. 


From letters written by Mr. Parvin at Buenos Ayres, it 
appears that he has been very successful in disposing of 
Bibles at cost. He had just received 250 from the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, all of which, together with 
600 Testaments fom Boston, he expected to be able to 
sell. The Government and people were becoming more 
liberal in their views of religious toleration. Emigrants of 
all descriptions, coming to settle in the interior are, by a 
vecent decree, allowed to practice the religious worship 
to which they have been accustomed, ‘The British Prot- 
estants have by treaty, the right of building churches and 
holding meetings. The same privilege, it is believed 
would be extended to citizens of the United States. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


The increasing want and demand for ministerial quali- 
fication in the western part of the Union, and the insufli- 
eiency of existing institutions to meet it, occasioned the 
appointment, by the General Assembly of the Presbyteri- 
an Church, of a Committee to consider the expediency of 
establishing a ‘Theological Seminary inthe West. Thei, 
Report was made at the last session of the Assembly, and 
was adopted. The following, according to the Philadel. 
phian, are its provisions. 

That the contemplated institution shall be 
known by the name of * The Western Theologi- 
eal Seminary of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States”—that the plan of the institution 
shall be the same as that of the Theological Semi- 
nary at Princeton, except so far as indispensable 
circumstances shall render a variance necessary— 
that the present Assembly shall choose by ballot 
twenty-one ministers and pine ruling elders as a 
board of Directors, who shall. make their report to 
the next General Assembly, after which their of- 
fice shall cease, and other arrangements shall be 
made by the Assembly to which they shall report, 
for the future direction of the institution—that the 


present Assembly shall appoint five commissioners 


io examine the different sites which may be pro- 





posed, and that in therr selection, they shall have 
regard to the donations or pecuniary aid which 
may be offered, and all other circumstances which 
ray have influence in this matter, and report to 
the Directors their proceedings, and the proposi- 
lions which mav be received bv them, together 
with their own views apd opimons in regard to 
such location, and that the Board ot Directors shall 
make a foll report to the next assembly, and give 
ther opinion as to the most suitable location of the 
contemplated seminary-—that the board of Durec- 
tors chosen at the present session shall meet at 
Chilicothe, 10 Ohio, on the third Friday of July 
next, and after due consultation, shall report to the 
next General Assembly, such alterations in the 
plan of the proposed seminary, from that of the 
seminary at Princeton, as may be required by the 
local situation of the former; that ‘o catry into 
effect the designs of the Asseinbly in regard to the 
Western Seminary, agents shall be appoinied to 
solicit donations, and report taeir proceedings to 
the board of Directors, whose duty it shal! be to 
make all necessary and proper arrangements for 
the safe keeping of such donations.” 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIzTY. 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Charch, 
the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, the 
Episcopal convention of Virginia, and several other ee- 
clesiasticat bodies have passed resolutions expressing 
their approbation of the plan and proceedings of the 
Americau Colonization Society, and their gratitude to 
God fer its success, and recommending to the churches 
under their care, that they take up collections in aid of its 
funds, on the 4th of July, or on the Sabbath immediately 
preceding, or vn the Sabbath immediately following. It 
is to be hoped that the subject will soon attract the aten- 
tion and command the energies of all the phidanthropists 
in Our country. 





The Treasurer of the American Bible Society acknow!- 
edges during the month of May, the receipt of $6031 98. 

The issues from the Depository during the same term 
were : Bibles 2598 ; Testaments 4036 ; Tota! 6634. 


Receipts of the Treasurer of the American Board of For- 
eign Missions from April 21 to May 20, $3593 80. 


Che following articles are respectfully solicited from Manu- 
facturers and others. 
Printing paper, Stationary; for Bombay and the Sand- 
wich Islands. 
Shoes, principally for the Indian missions. 
Blankets, coverlets, sheets, &c. 
Fulled cloth, and domestic cottons ofall kinds. 





Receipts of the American Education Society for the 
month of May, $1,181, 88. 


CREEK INDIANS. 

It is known, perhaps, to most of our readers that a 
treatg with the Creek Indians for the relinquishment of 
their lands, purporting to have been made in dae form, 
has been ratified by the President of the United States, 
with the consent of the Senate. The known attachment 
of those Indians to their country, and their determination 
repeatedly and unequivocally expressed sooner to part 
with their lives than the remainder of their lands, sugges- 
ted a suspicion that all was not fairly transacted. The 
following article from the South Carolina State Gazette, 
which seems to be the production of a writer of informa 
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tion, and candour, shows how the thing was managed, and 
what has been its result. 

It is indeed surprising that the government of the Uni- 
ted States, so careful in all other cases to procure valid 
and ample titles to the lands purchased of the Indians, 
should have béen so much in haste to make this purchase. 
The injustice done to the Aborigines by the first settlers 
of this country has been the subject of many a popular 
oration, and of many a pocm. Whether it was or was 
not practised, the fact has been recorded in authentic 
history, and will probably be believed by all future gene- 
rations. But nothing which has been feigned or forged 
has so black an aspect as this scheme, first of cheating 
and then exterminating a tribe of Indians, with whom we 
have every reason to live on terms of amity and increas- 
ing good will. For we apprehend that their expulsion in 


this fraudulent and forcible manner will involve little, if 


any thing less than their extermination. The Creek In- 
dians do not indeed live altogether like civilized men, not 
are their lands at present so well cultivated as ours. But 
neither do we live altogether like the subjects of the Holy 
Alliance, nor are our lands cultivated so well as theirs. 
Any reasons drawn from the barbarism of a people, for 
expelling them from their land, would be equally effica- 
cious with Europeans, if they had the power, to induce 
them to expel us from our lands, and establish in our pla- 
ces hereditary nobles and their vassals. We are certain- 
ly as far from these, as the Creeks are from our habits of 
life and forms of government. If we can see this trans- 
action with indifference, we ought to complain no more 
of the principles of the Holy Alliance ; nor to doubt that 
*‘ whatever is, is right.” Least of all should we say any 
thing more of the injustice of our puritan fathers to the 
native Indians. 


Messrs. Epirors—I see an acccunt in the 
papers of the murder of General M’Intosh, one of 
the principal Chiefs of the Creek Indians, by 
about 300 warriors of his own nation. When all 
the facts relating to this subject shall be known to 
the people of the United States, I think they will 
be of opinion that M’Intosh was not murdered; 
but rather that he -has been duly executed, accor - 
ding to the known laws and usages of the nation to 
which he belonged. 

Fromthe time of President Washington to the 
present day, the government of the United States 
has been endeavouriig to impress on the Indian 
tribes the great benefits that would arise from a 
settled, instead of a roaming life; and from an 
attention to separate property, the arts of agricul- 
ture, and the habits of civilization. Year after 
year has this been urged upon them, (the Creeks 
particularly ;) agents on the part of Government 
have been appoiuted to live among them, and to 
further these desirable and benevolent views.— 
The Creek Indians have been made fully sensi- 
ble of the advantages of civilization, and were 
improving very fast in conformity to the views of 
government. Having so recently given up to the 
United States more than one half of their inherit- 
ance, comprising the best portion of their Jands, 
and that without any other consideration but a 
guaramy for the quiet enjoyment of the residue ; 
the Creck nation was very reasonably and very 
decidedly averse to any proposals for parting with 
more of their territory. They have long been 
keeping in view the further progress of their im- 

provement in the arts of peace, and the habits of 
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in those habits. They are a people at this time 
alive to the improvement of their land by ciyijj- 
zation; and they pay great attention to the in. 
crease of their flocks and berds, The habits of 
savages and hunters are fast wearing away among 
them. With these acquired notions sedulous| 
promoted by our own government, they have be- 
come seusible of the value of property ; they dis. 
incline to part with any more of their lands, mean- 
ing hereafter to occupy them as cultivators of the 
soil, instead Of wandering over them as hunters,— 
And who can blame them for this determination 2 
Can we, the people of the United States, who have 
encouraged them to it ? 

The Creek nation was originally formed of 
three or four tribes, fortuitously thrown together ; 
but they have for some centuries composed one 
political body, governed by the same laws and 
usages. The population of the Creeks is contain- 
ed in about 36 towns or representative districts— 
Each of these is governed at home, and is repre- 
resented in their national councils and assemblies 
by a Chief, known to, and acknowledged in that 
capacity, by the whole nation. To render valid 
any national act, or to pass away any part of the 
national territory, a majority of these confederated 
districts must consent by means of their Chiefs; 
by whom the deed of transfer must be duly signed. 
This is the known and long practised law of this 
nation of Indians ; and General M’Intosh wel! 
knew it. 

M’Intosh, nearly'a white man himself, and rathi- 
er an agent of the white people whose manners 
he affected, than an Indian either in his outward 
deportment or his propensities, undertook to ob- 
tain the cession of ths lands from the Creeks to 
the United States in favour of Georgia. But the 
Creeks had already passed a law according to 
their forms, making it death for any Chief to pro- 
pose an alienation of any more of their national! 
lands, as being inconsistent with their views of 
agricultural settlement, and destructive to the in- 
terest of their posterity. Accordingly, when M’In- 
tosh proposed this interchange which was to drive 
a whole nation of men, women and childien from 
the land and habitation of their forefathers, and 
leave the bones of their immediate ancestors to 
be ploughed up by strangers, not more than four or 
five out of the 36 districts were represented at the 
proposed treaty, the other Chiefs refusing to at- 
tend. The treaty so entered into, (which was on 
the 12th of February, 1825,) instead of being sign- 
ed by a majority of the Chiefs of the six and thir- 
ty towns of the Creek nation, was signed by 
M’Intosh and Etom Tustannugee, the old Cow- 
eata Chief, and by them alone. These were the 
only persons entitled to be considered as chiefs 
or representatives of the Creek nation; the other 
signers were not representative Chiefs, but men 
of straw created on the spot, by M’Intosh for the 
express purpose of effecting irregularly and by 
fraud, what the Creeks were determined nev- 
er to consent to formally and according to their 
known laws and usages. Nor have they done 
it. 

Under this fraudulent and pretended convey- 


ance, a whole nation are to be forcibly dispos- 
sessed of their property—of the land they inherit 
from their ancestors—the land we look to as the 
future inheritance of children no longer bred up 





rural life, and the extension of their race bred up 


in savage habits, byt gradually looking forward 
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‘othe settled life of agriculturalists ; driven again 
into a savage life, among savages, on new and dis- 
rant lands, and forced into almost inevitable hos- 
tilities with the tribes they are compelled to in- 
rude on. This is to be done, after these poor 
yretches have for a series of years been advised, 
exhorted, encouraged, and by all manner of means 
induced and persuaded by our own government 
‘o quit the hunter life, and to embrace fixed and 
agricultural habits. ‘These people, their wives 
and infants are thus to be driven away, against 
their manifest and rightful claims, against their 
interest, against their intentions and inclinations, 
and to the utter destruction of all those improved 
views of future living which they have adopted in 
ohedience to the advice of their great father, Wash- 
ington. Having thus persuaded them for 20 
years past, to commence a gradual change in their 
modes and habits of living, just as we have suc- 
ceeded in this benevolent design, we destroy in a 
moment 20 years labour, we convert agricultural- 
ists into savages, friends into enemies, and set an 
example of deliberate cold-blooded injustice, that 
is sufficient to make an honest and a kind-hearted 
man shudder on contemplating its origin, its prog- 
ress, and its consequences. 

This treaty may be very advantageous for Geor- 
gia. But reflecting men will not fail to inquire, 
can we as members of an honest and fair dealing 
government justify these doings? Does it com- 
port with the honourable character of the Ameri- 
can government, whose proud motto is “ equal 
and exact justice to all men,” to become participa- 
tors im this manifest fraud, and take advantage 
of a treaty so obtained >—Did not M’Intosh, be- 
lying his honourable character of the national 
representative of his own people, and abusing the 
confidence reposed in him, act, not as agent of the 
Creek nation, but as the agent of the whites °— 
He might (by bare possibility) have meant well; 
but did he act well? Did he not know that his 
doings were not sanctioned by his nation; but 
were in manifest hostility to their wishes, and in 
open derogation of their rights? He knew of the 
Jaw previously and regularly passed by his own 
people, with their usual forms; was he not, there- 
fore, duly tried, convicted, and punished for an of- 
fence against a known law, and a deliberate fraud 
on his netion? Although the punishment was 
reluctantly inflicted, and therefore somewhat de- 
layed, it was, nevertheless, it isto be presumed, the 
result of a meeting convened to deliberate on his 
case, and in conformity with a previous act of the 
nation, well known to him, and by which be was 
bound. The manner of punishment is nothing :— 
that depends on the custom ofthe country. The 
Indians employ the rifle and the tomahawk ; we 
use the gibbet. 

M’Intosh knew the treaty of 12th Fe ruary, 
1825, was fraudulent and invalid. 

In a former treaty, after the war which was 
terminated by General Jackson, M’Intosh had 
procured a reservation in his own favour, of a 
tract of land of a mile, or a mile and a half square, 
in consideration of services during that war.— 
This reservation he afterwards exchanged for « 
mineral spring. I will not enter into a suggestion 
of the very probable motives that induced him to 
make this exchange. But he took good care to 
have the deed, conveying this mineral spring, rat- 
ified in due form and order by the requisite num- 
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ber of representative Chiefs. S@#famtold; and 
I believe, truly. He did not guard his own inter- 
est so loosely and carelessly ap the nation’s. I 
have heard, and believe, that soon after acquiring 
this spring, he sold it to the state of Georgia for 
20,000 dollars. Of course, this bargain and sale 
was previous to the negotiation of the last trea- 
ty complained of. As to the spring, its value is 
imaginary ; It might be worth 20 cents; and it 
might be worth 20,000 dollars, or any other large 
sum. He certainly has shown that he well knew 
how to take care of his own interests, whatever 
became of the nation’s; and if he has proved him- 
self no friend tothe Creeks, to whom he be- 
longed, he certainly has been no enemy to Geor- 
gia. 

Under these circumstances, which come from 
authority that inclines me to give thei full credit, 
would it not be well for the Lezisiature of Georgia 
to suspend their actual mission of surveys into the 
Creek nation to ran out these ceded lands, until 
the next meeting of Congress? {fa representa- 
tion of these facis, wel] supported, should be made 
to our government, does not the honour of the 
American nation require, that.hey stall be delib- 
erately considered before this treaty, so dubions 
in its validity, and so cruel in its operation, shal! 
be finally acted on ? JUSTICE. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION 


A revival commenced in Watertown in this State a few 
weeks since. From the last accounts it was supposed 
that between 40 and 50 had been made the subjects of 
renewing grace. 

We learn also that Litchfield is again favoured with a 
refreshing from’ the presence of the Lord. 

A letter from a gentleman in De Kath, St. Lawrence 
co. (N. Y.) says * One of the most astonishing works of - 
vine grace that I ever heard of has lately taken place in 
the town of Gouverneur, a smal! town adjoining this.— 
More than 100 persons have within a few days been 
brought under deep conviction. 


From the Philadelphian. 


In a late paper, I saw mention made of a revival 
of religion in Rahway, New-Jersey. Since that 
time the work has been growingly interesting. As 
an apology for the following, I offer the example 
of Paul, who, you recollect, upon his arrival at Je- 
rusalem, after preaching throughout Asia, Mace- 
donia and Achaia, gave a narrative of facts to a 





certain assembly. I gather from the account ot 


this meeting, that it was interesting, and that the 
stories then recited were entertaining and edifying. 
Some of them, viz. the apostle’s journeyings, re- 
ception, labours, trials, success, &c. we have re- 
corded. Beside the disciples of Cesare the vene- 
rable Mnason was in company; ‘And when we 
were come,’ saith the inspired narrator, ‘to Jeru- 
salem, the brethren received us gladly. And the 
next day, Paul went in with us unto James; and 
all the elders were present. And when he had 
saluted them, he declared particularly what things 
God had wrought among the Gentiles by his min- 
istry. And when they heard it, they glorified the 
Lord.’—Acts 21. 

So far as I have learned respecting Rahway, it 
seeins that the revival connmenced about the last 
of March. Thechurch was found in an unusually 
dead state. Their infirm, but affectionate pastor, 
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doubtless, mourned in secret over the desolations 
around him. As a smeans to do his people good, 
an invitation from their pastor to the Rev. Mr. 
Saxton (the Evangelist) to visit Rahway, was com 
plied with by Mr. S. who was cordially received 
by both pastor and people. Mr. Saxton having 
preached, “as his manner was,” commenced visit- 
ing, and found two or three individuals who were 
awakened. Continuing to labour * publicly, and 
from house to house,” the first awakenings proved 
ouly the harbingers of a gracious gathering. The 
field was white for the harvest—the sickle thrust 
in, and a shear of young converts have been gath- 
ered. Upwards of eighty bave already expressc' 
hope. 

The meetings of inquiry are still interesting, and 
new instances of awakening occur. 

The meetings for the young converts are solemn 
and melting. Ameng the anxious, individuals 
have appeared of almost every age between 12 
and 70. Aud among the lambs of the flock from 
the age of 14 to 63. 

New family altars have been erected—Parents 
have rejoiced over the conversion of their chil- 
dren—children have received their parents as new 
born. 


Stillness and solemnity have attended the 
work. Yet, in some instauces, deep anguish of 


spirit has been witnessed ; and strong cries heard. 

Another thing worthy of nete, and to the honor 
of sovereign grace—Individuals in several instan- 
ces, who, when visited were indifferent to the sub- 
ject, and indifferent, approaching to opposition, 
have been alarmed and brought in. 

Opposition to this work has been small. Where 
it has been manifested in an instance or two, it has 
met the decided disapprobation of respectable men. 
In Paul’s time opposers of revivals were “ lewd 
fellows of the baser sort.” Acts xvii. 15. While 
this has been the case, the influence of influential 
men has been on the side of the revival. I speak 
now, not of professors of religion ; and would that 
all, who have done many things, had “ done the 
one thing needful.” 

The revival has been in the Presbyterian con- 
gregation. We speak it to the praise of our Meth- 
odist brethren that they seemed to rejoice in the 
good work, and would not exert any counteracting 
influence. 

In conclusion, I am sorry to state that the health 
of Mr. Saxton seems at present on the decline, and 
sv much so, that he may be compelled to retue to 
some less Jaborious sphere. 

Respectfully, &c. 
ZION’s FRIEND. 

May 30, 1825. 





MONTHLY CONCERT IN BOSTON. 

The Monthly Concert was observed in Park- 
Street Church on Monday evening last by a large 
audience. The Secretary of the Board of Mis- 
sions, who has lately returned from the South, 
took a view of the progress of religion in that part 
of our conntry, and read parts of letters from the 
Ceylon and the Sandwich Islands. 

It is interesting to notice that religion in gener- 
al is advancing in every part of the Union. The 
number of exemplary Christians is increasing ; 
the ordinances of religion are better attended and 
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Though we have much to deplore and much to 
amend, both in this and other cities, yet it is un. 
questionably true, that in the Southern, Middie 
and Northern States, the great cause of Evangeli- 
cal religion ison the increase ; and we have no 
reason to feel, as if God was about to give the 
American church over to spiritual desolation. 

Mr. E, thenread extracts of letters from Messrs. 
Woodward and Winslow, missionaries in Cey- 
lon. These were principally taken up in giy. 
ing short memoirs, or characters of boys whom 
they support in their boarding schools, and who 
are suppoited by the benevolent of this country, 
from whom they have received names. The 
names of five boys were mentioned, viz.— 

Hm. Coombs, supported by the Juvenile Fe- 
male Society in Newburyport. Great expecta- 
tions were raised concerning this boy, by Mr, 
Poor, in a former communication. There is at 
present no reason to think these sanguine expec- 
tations are to be disappointed. He gives great 
evidence of piety, and on the whole, is the head 
boy of the school. 

Jeremiah Day, supported by the Students in 
Yale College, is a noble, manly boy ;—has been 
hopefully pious for eight months, and promises to 
be very useful among his countrymen. 

J. P.K. Henshaw, supported by the Mite So- 
ciety in Baltimore,—he has the best natural tal- 
ents of any boy in the school, has once been se- 
rious, but his impressions for a time subsided.— 
He has of late again been awakened, but the 
mnissionaries wait tor further evidence of his pi- 
ety. 

Cyrus Mann, supported by the Monthly Con- 
cert in Westminster. A year before the date of 
the letter, he came to Mr. Woodward, a large 
over-yrown lad, with an appearance exceedingly 
unpromising. He was taken in only at the ear- 
nest recommendation and intercession of another 
boy named Cyrus Kingsbury. But he soon began 
to make rapid improvemenut—soon read in Tamul, 
and so far as the human eye can judge, gave good 
evidence of piety in six months after entering the 
school, He was then proud and haughty—is now 
humble and docile; once ignorant, vow intelli- 
gentand diligent in his studies, 

‘zael Backus, supported by Ladies in Bethle- 
hem, Con, He appeared very unpromising at 
first, and was near being disimissed from the 
school. He is slew to learn, butis diligent and 
docile, and what is better, has become hopefully 
pious. He has already done much good among 
ibe boys. No one in the schoo! can speak on re- 
ligion, and pray with so much solemnity and effect. 
The heathen say this boy must be sincere, because 
he weeps when he talks and prays; and he is an 
unanswerable argament in favour of the Christian 
religion. 

Timothy Dwight, an assistant in the Centra! 
school, was awakened some time since, but his 
convictions subsided. Of late, however, his im- 
pressions have been revived, and he has now come 
out decidedly on the side of religion. His renewed 
impressions have had a very happy effect on his 
conipanions. 

By Mr. Winslow’s letter, dated Jan. 10ih 1825, 
we have the pleasing intelligence, that the revival 
at ail the stations in Ceylon, had re-commenced. 
This was preceded by great fervency of prayer 
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viously been serious, but whose convictions had 
heen stifled, were re-awakened, and many who 
were careless in sin were convicted. Eight or ten 
native schoolmasters give evidence of seriousness, 
and nrore than 30 have professed some concern for 
their souls. After a trial of eight months, the 
missionaries were about to admit the first fruits of 
the revival to their little church. ‘They were soon 
to have a great meeting for this purpose. A tem- 
porary building, wihch would contain 3000 or 
more persons had been provided, and the new 
converts were to be admitted to the solemn ordin- 
auces of Baptism and the Lord’s supper, in the 
view of thousands of heathens. It was expected 
that 44 would then for the first time sit down at 
the communion, making the whole number of na- 
tive church members about 70. _ [It is presumed 
that others are hereafter to be admitted, but who 
for the purpose of further instruction, are now de- 
layed.} The monthly Concert is well attend- 
ed, and the mission enjoys the peculiar smiles of 
God. 

Letters were also read from Messrs. Bingham 
and Ely at the Sandwich Islands, dated about the 
middle of Nov. last, six weeks after the departure 
of Mr. Ellis. The missionaries are preaching and 
carrying forward their schools with great efficien- 
cy. They hope to have the Gospel of Matthew 
translated, and ready for the press as soon as pa- 
per can be procured. Mr. B. states that some 
missionaries are greatly needed :—that there are 
doors opened there for thirty preachers of the 
gospel, who coald be actively and most usefully 
employed ; that a preacher may acquire the lan- 
guage ina year after his arrival so as to begin to 
preach ; and begs the board to send them more la- 
bourers. 

Mr. Ely is stationed at Owyhee, at the very spot 
where Capt. Cook was killed. He sees the rock 
on which that great navigator fell; the ruins of the 
temple in which Obtookiah once worshipped an 
idol, the bones of human beings which lie on the 
sea shore. Yet his prospects are very animating. 
Of their own accord the chiefs have built him a 
house of worship, (which was dedicated on the 
28th of April, 1824,) and a dwelling house. They 
have made laws forbidding any disturbance or 
sleeping in the house of God; the Moathly Con 
cert is well observed; the house is crowded on 
the Sabbath, and the assembly very solemn,— 
Mrs. E. has a Sabbath School of 40 children ; and 
on other days they are teaching more than 100 
the rudiments of Education. Mr. E. had been 
on mission ground but little more than a year, and 
this is the newest station; yet he weekly preaches 
the word of God to the attentive people who are 
so eager for instruction, that they cheerfully at- 
tend on his ministrations. His house of worship 
is built on the ruins of a heathen temple! 


| Boston Ree. and Tel. 
LON MISSION. 


Fhe Recorder .ud Telegraph contains the follow- 
ing extract of a letter from the Rev. L. Spauld- 
ing, missionary at Ceylon, to a gentleman in 
Boston, dated Nov. 28, 1824. 

“You have probably heard of our plan fora 

College, in which the youth in our Boarding 

Schools may still continue their studies. Sup- 








nosing you have seen the plan; I need not dwell: 
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on many things contained in that. I would say we 
are driven tothe adoption of sucha plan, and as 
our boarding system is the hope of our mission, so | 
may say the College is the only hope of our board- 
ing schools; for every one will see in a moment, 
that young men with half an education, who can- 
not work, are ashamed tu beg, and have not science 
enough to command respect, would be poorly 
qualified to go forth as evangelists, or even as phy- 
sicians or schoolmasters. These young men must 
be raised by superior science; and if we hope to 
see thom able to stand against the force of deprav- 
ity and heathenism combined, without the props 
and aids of missionaries and pecuniary aids from 
abroad, they must uot only have learning, but they 
must be trained up in a long course of Christian 
discipline ; aud I ought to add, that the youth who 
are first educated and who are to gu outas pioneers, 
should be betier educated and more thoroughly 
trained than those who may be sent out after then». 
We have now in our central school at Battieotta 
about forty boys, who have laid a pretty good 
foundation for a thorough knowledge of the Eng- 
lish Language, Grammar, Geography, and Arith- 
metic. ‘The school is now ina very flourishing 
state, and our prospects here were never so bright 
before. But what shall we do without funds? Or 
rather how can we best get funds, is the great ques- 
tion with us. Here is a definite objeet. We must 
have buildings, Books and Philosophical and 
Chemical Apparatus, and the work must not be 
hindered, because it is a great work. Here is an 
object for the Scholar, Philanthropist and Chris- 
lan. Who will come up to our help, and offer 
‘with a perfect heart willingly unto the Lord,’ 
that like David we may rejoice with great joy in 
receiving the materials collected for a temple to be 
finished after we have been gathered with our 
fathers? We have in our other Boarding Schools 
above a hundred boys who are preparing to be 
Freshmen and Sophomores as soon as the liberal- 
ity of our friends will furnish us with buildings. 
Indeed I see no reason why we may not expect to 
see even in our day, mostof the benefits contem- 
plated in the plan.” 


ot ~ 
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Extract of a Leiter from the Rev. Cyrus Kings 
Kingsbury, dated at Mayhew, Feb. 10, 1825. ° 
The general prospects of the mission are quite 

as favourable as at any former period. The at- 

tendance of the scholars is more regular, and their 
improvement greater; and the natives, generally, 
are quiet and peaceable. The scholars at May- 
hew never appeared so well pleased with their sit- 
uation as at the present time.—The state of things 
at and around Elliot is quite encouraging.—Mr. 

Gleason, {from one of the recent schools] has arri- 

ved since I begau this letter. He gives an encour- 

aging account of his school. 
There are in all the schools, a little upwards of 

200 scholars. 


When we speak of encouraging appearances, we . 


wish to bear in mind that appearances are change- 
able. We however think that our ground is be- 
coming more firm. 

But, my dear Sir, we are continually reminded 
that we shall soon want more labourers. All seem 
now to be fully occupied tothe extent of their abil» 
ity; and the health of several is very precarious: 
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American Tract Society»—The Rev. 


in a subsequent letter he says ; 


Weare in great need of more assistance, but we 


would patiently wait the Lord’s time. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 
Instituted at New-York. 


Owing to the unavoidable absence of the Cor- 
responding Secretary and Agent of this Society, 
and of members of the committee constituting the 
delegation of the American Tract Society at Bos- 
ton, the Society has been compelled to delay for 
a few days commencing important parts of its op- 
erations. They are now begun, and with a spirit, 
it is believed not unworthy of the responsibilities 
which rest on this National Institution. It will 
be remembered by friends of the Society, that the 
sums which have been hitherto contributed in the 
city of New-York, have been almost exclusively 
appropriated to furnishing the Society with a 
house in which it may have accommodation free 
of rent. The benevolent citizens of New-York 
in effect say to the Christian community, ‘If the 
cause of Christ calls for the formation of a Na- 
tional Tract Society, and our city is the proper 
location for it, we will furnish it with every ac- 
commodation amid all the facilities which our 
location affoids, without suffering any thing to be 
taken for this purpose from the funds given to 
print aud circulate Tracts.’ This being done, the 
Society will be able to appropriate al] the funds 
contributed for the circulation of Tracts to the 
greatest advantage and in the most economical 
manner, Of these funds, in bestowing which it 
is hoped that thousands of hands and hearts will 
be enlisted, a large amount will be needed for pro- 
curing stereotype plates, engravings, paper, print- 
ing, &c. Every Tract issued will require an 
amount of capital, for which, till the sales of Tracts 
commence, the Society must depend wholly on 
the bounty of the friends of the Redeemer ; and 
every donation made in this commencement of 
the Society’s operations, however large or howey- 
er small, will be especially grateful to the com- 
mittee, not only as being essential to its prosperity, 
but as being a kind of “ first fruit” of the mercy 
with which a good Providence, whose hand has 
been so visible ip the formation of the Society, 
will regard its interests in time to come. 

Twenty dollars constitytes a member for life. 

Fifty dollars a Director for life. 

Communications pertaining in any way to the 
interests of the Society, may be adddressed to Mr. 
William A. Hallock, Correspondwag Secretary of 
the American Tract Society. No. 3 Cedar-street, 
-Vew- York.—.V. York Observer. 





THE REV. MR. SUMMERFIELD 


Made some remarks at the meeting for the fortn- 
ation of the American Tract Society in New- 
York which are thus noticed in the papers of 
that city: 

In speaking of the bright prospects of the 
Christian church from the exertions of the present 
age, he triumphantly referred to that arch infidel, 
Hume, who predicted the downfal of Christianity 
in the 19th century. Nay, he declared that he 
already saw the evidences of its dowafal. It was 
not the twilight, however, but as it were the dawn- 





Mr. Summer field.—Bethel Reports. (Jung, 


the commencement of the nineteenth century th. 
British and Foreign Bible Society was brough;, 
forth. Voltaire too, with impotent rage, had as. 
sailed Christianity, and had audaciously asserteg 
that although it took twelve men to plant Chris. 
tianity, his single arm should root it out. In tha: 
day and country, it was customary to sneer a: 
Christians. And among the French nobility j, 
was an old saying, “ We'll leave the poor to the 
clergy.” He was thankful they had been left wit) 
the clergy. The poor we have always with us. 
Tom Paine boasted he would cut down every 
tree in Paradise. He mentioned these circum. 
stances to show how our religion has been assailed 
by infidels, and how speedily and gloriously thej, 
predictions had been falsified. It wasa pleasing 
fact, that Voltaire’s press—that very press that 
scattered his baneful Tracts so-that, like the frog: 
in Egypt, they were found in their houses, thei: 
kneading troughs, and their ovens—is now actu- 
ally employed by the Paris Bible Society. I[y 
the very chamber, too, where Hume uitered his 
evil prophecy, the first committee assembled fo: 
forming the Edinburgh Bible Society. One ot 
the converts of Carlisle, moreover, who had sent 
that wretch a donation in prison, as he said, te 
compliment him for having delivered him froin 
his ridiculous fears of hell, and his fantastica’ 
hopes of heaven, lately died in the most horrible 
agony exclaiming, “ J am lost !” 





FROM THE MARINERS’ MAGAZINE 


BETHEL REPORTS. 





Our prayer meetings since the 12th of Apri: 
have animated our hearts in this important employ: 
ment. We have seen many seamen come boldly 
out for the cause of Christ. What they said con 
strained many to lift their eyes in gratitude to 
heaven. One seaman, who had lately arrived 
from Calcutta, gave a pleasing account of the pro- 
ceedings of merchants and commanders in that 
place and other ports in India. He dwelt some 
time on the merits and atonement of our glorious 
Redeemer in the salvation of sinners. And then 
said—* I cannot be silent since that precious book, 
the Bible, has opened my eyes! and convinced me 
I was an enemy to God, Christ, and to my ows 
soul. Blessed be God fot what he has revealed to 
us ia the volume of divine truth. In my voyage 
to Calcutta, from whence I have lately arrived, I 
had a great struggle with my shipmates for their 
salvation ; they often treated me with sneers and 
oaths—but blessed be God, he sowed seeds of 
grace into the hearts of two young seamen, who, 
I believe, are made new creatures in Christ Jesus.” 
After he had addressed all the seamen present, he 
made a fervent prayer. 

Another seaman rose and said—* QO, it is prayer 
that ascends to heaven in these meetings, perfum- 
ed with the righteousness of Christ, which moves 
many to assemble whenever they are held ; and I 
hope they will not be in vain ; although we cannot 
alwaysmeet you in body while on the mighty deep, 
yet we can meet with you in spirit at the throne of 
grace. Every one of these meetings which I have 


the pleasure to enjoy increases my desires for the 
ingathering of seamen into the family of Christ ; 
and I dosincerely hope that the time is not far dis- 





ing light of Christianity which he saw—for with 





tant when God’s word will be fulfilled, that ‘the 
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sea shall be converted unto God!” And then 
mentioned the wonderful operations of the Spirit 
of God onmany seamen in Bethel Meetings Mar- 
iners’ Churches, and Floating Chapels, which he 
had seen in the four quarters of the world. “I re- 
joice it has operated on the hearts of many com- 
manders, who now labour for the salvation of their 
crews. I was with one in South America, who 
had his wife with him. On Sunday the captain 
was walking the deck, to all appearance much agi- 
tated, and said, my dear wife! what can I have 
for a Bethel flag, for there is not one flying in this 
port? She ran to a drawer, and took outa sheet, 
and said, you may put Bethel on that with lamp- 
black, which was soon done with large capital let- 
ters, and hoisted. The Lord blest it, and made it 
the star of Bethlehem !—our decks were soon fil- 
led with officers and seamen, many of whony were 
much engaged in our solemn devotions. That 
flag was hoisted every Sabbath-day we were there 
—our ship became a Bethel. When we returned 
to England that flag was hoisted, and our ship was 
filled with devout worshippers. There it still re- 
mains, and is often hoisted as a heavenly signal.” 
He concluded with prayer. 

On the 24th of May the weather was sarene, 
which permitted us to hold a Bethel meeting on 
board the ship Henry Hill, captain Post. At 8 
o’clock in the evening we commenced our devo- 
tions. We rejoiced in seeing so many seamen 
and landmen present, and such solemn attention 
vy all who were there. We do believe our hearts 
were united in what proceeded from the lips of 
those who were engaged in the delightful employ- 
ment of prayer for the salvation of seamen, who 
are unprepared, and exposed to temporal and 
eternal death. 





Slave Trrade.—The Congress of the Republic of 
Columbia, have passed a law which condenmis to 
death all citizens found engaged in the slave trade, 
cither at sea or in the ports. All ships concerned 
in introducing slaves on the coast of Colambia will 
be confiscated, and the crew, if foreigners, impris- 
oned for ten years; the slaves to be sent out of the 
country, or if they chodse te remain declared free. 





Christianity in India.—We have been favored 
with the perusal ofa letter from Ram Mohum Roy. 
the celebrated Brahmin reformer, who has done 
so much by his talents, influence and wealth to- 
wards the promotion of Christianity in India. The 
letter is dated at Calcutta. We make the follow. 
ing extract from it, preserving some peculiarities 
inthe phraseology :—*I am glad to inform you 
that we have at last succeeded in purciiasing a 
piece of ground fer 1200 rupees, in order that we 
inay build a chapel, and a small, but commodious 
house for a minister; I cannot, at present, say 
when we commenee the building, but I hope we 
-hall be able to carry it on before the commence- 
ment of the rainy season.”—Salem Gaz. 





Residents on Indian Lands.—A law was enact- 
ed during the late session of the Legislature of N. 
York, by the operation of which “any schoolmas- 
ter, teacher, or family of teachers, or mechanics,” 
Xc. are not to be subject to the provisions contain- 
ed in the act, entitled “an act respecting the in- 
trusions upon Indian Lands,” passed March 18th, 
1821. Nothing is especially said about ministers, 











Another Theological Semimary.— Obituary. 47 


missionaries, or “hungry priests,” as the mouth- 
pieces of Red Jacket would call them; yet we see 
not why the Seneca mission could not now be re- 
stored to its former footing. A request to this ef- 
fect, however, must first be presented to the judges 
of the county which embraces the Indian territory, 
by the tribe, or the major part of them; on whieh 
request being made, the judges are authorized to 
give a certificate, establishing the required resi- 
dence.— Western Rec. 





Another Theologiegl Seminary.— Ata late meet 
ing of the Associate Reformed Synod of the South, 
a THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY Was organized, and 
Professors chosen. The Rev. Jonn Hempui tt, 
of Chester, S. C. was elected Professor of Prac- 
tical and Polemic Theology ; and the Rev. Joun 
T. Pressty, of Abbeville, S. C. was elected 
Professor of Original Languages, Biblical Criti- 
cism, and Church History. Until the funds be- 
come sufficient for the support of the Professors, 
in part or in whole, they will remain the pastors of 
their respective congregations ; and, after a course 
of twelve or eighteen months with one of the Pro- 
fessors, the studewts will resort to the other to spend 
with him an equal portion of time.— West. Rec. 





Grand Island, formerly the property of the 
Creek nation, but last the property of New-York 
State, was sold on the 3d inst. The purchasers 
were few, but from among the most spirited and 
enterprising in the State. The island, togethe 
with the small iskands, which were valued at about 
$50,000, brought $76,000. Two sites, the most 
eligible for eitios on-the Island, were purchased for 
Mr. Noah a Jew, the same gentleman who in 1819 
made application to the Legislature of New. York 
for the island, stating that his okject.was to form 
thereon a Jewish settlement. One of these sites 
is at the point facing Lake Brie, containing more 
than 1000 acres, and the other about 1000, directly 
opposite the mouth of Grand Canal, together with 
Tonewanta, Beaver, and Frog Islands. The first 
of these islands, 69 acres, valued at $312 sold fo: 
$1400. His purchase amounted to about $20,000. 


i ee 
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Dirp, In this city on Saturday last, Miss Sarah Mix, 
aged 45, 

Drowned in Orange on the 10:h inst. Nathan Lord, o! 
New-Haven, aged 15. 

At Fair-Haven, Mr. John Rowe, merchant, of the firm 
of Rowe and Tuttle, an enterprising and valuable citizen 
His funeral was attended by the Masonic brethren from 
this city. 7 

At Orange, on the 19th ult. Mrs. Rebekah Woodrufy 
wife of the late Mr, Matthew Woodruff, aged 78. 

At Hamden, on the 6th inst, Mrs. Adab Bassett, wife 
of Mr. James Bassett, aged 63. roe: 

At Preston, on the 3d inst. Mrs. Huldah Tyler, wife o! 
Mr. Joseph Tyler, aged 28. 

At Lansingburgh (N. ¥.) Capt. Thomas Basse]. Ia 
his death says a correspondent, tbe cause of our dear Re- 
deemer has lost an active and an able advocate ; one, | 
may safely say who did more to promote that blessed 
cause than any one in this community. His suffering, 
were extreme, but without & murmur, and I trust he ts 
gone “where the wicked cease from troubling and the 
weary are at rest.” We hope some person acquainted 
with the character of this beaevolent christian will do jus- 
tice to his memory. 

At his residence on Staten Island, June Hith Danie! 
D. Tompkins Esq. in the Sist year of his age, late Vieg 
President of the United States 
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48 Poetry—Solitude.—A vision of Heaven.—Death of the Rev. Mr. Summerfield. [Suxe. 








BY MICHAEL BRUCE. 





Oh had I the wings and the speed of the dove, 
How fast would T take me away, 

From men who can fashioa the language of love, 
While their hands are preparing to slay : 

And tho’ I might herd with the deast of the chase, 
And fare like the worm of the clod, 

I would hide me afar in some desolate place 
Where none could pursue me but God. 

And there he would come on his chariot the cloud 
When the winds or the waters were high, 


And there he would speak when the thunders were 


loud 
And the lightnings enveloped the sky ; 
And there he would walk in his garment of light, 
When the curtain of darkness withdrew, 


Aud there he would look from his stars in the night, 


When the blossoms were drinking the dew , 
And there should my praise arise with the morn 
And close with the closing of dav; 


Thore, there, should I flee (when my life was out- 


worn) 
Like the mist of the mountain away ; 
For there, tho’ no Sister might shroud my remains, 
No Brother spread o'er me the sod 
My body may mix with the winds and the rains, 
But my spirit shall rise to its God. 


A VISION OF HEAVEN. 
Once with a fearful, trembling hand, 
I drew aside the veil, tosee 
The glories of the heavenly land, 
The brightness of eternity. 
But soon the vision overcame, 
And terror seiz’d my quaking frame. 


I look’d—I saw—but oh ! the light, 
The bliss, the splendor of the place, 
The shining host, who all unite 
In songs before Jehovah's face ! 
A sudden dimness seized my eye: 
For who could look on Deity ? 


One sight IT caught of heavy'n’s high train, 
One glimpse of my eternal home : 

I heard one sweet melodious strain, 
And all my powers were overcome. 

I fell aghast! my senses fled! 

Nor dared | raise again my head. 


The sight, eh. ne’er shall I forget, 
The song still vibrates in my ear : 
When shall I reach that blest estate, 

When in yon holy throng appear ? 
Haste, Jesus fetch my soul away, 
To dwell with thee in endless day. 


Potpirt. 
Ss ar 











ca atinanmamenies 
A DECISIVE ANSWER. 


The late Mr. Armitage of Yorkshire, England, was 
once engaged in a dispute which terminated in a chal- 
henge. ‘' Name your place, time, and friend,”’ said his op- 
ponent, to which he received apromet reply: “ The grave- 
yard, Picadilly—t2 o'clock, P. M—the Sexton of the 

arish.” It is needless to say the rencontre did not take 








OBITUARY. 


Dirp—In the city of New-York on Tuesday morning 
last, the Rev. JOHN SUMMERFIELD, Minisier of the 
Methodist Convention. His death is noticed by the N.Y. 
Spectator in the following expressive, just, aud delicate 
manpoer:— 

Another bright and beautiful star has set forever '— 
The Reverend and truly beloved Jonn SumMerrietp, 
breathed his last at about eleven o'clock this morning, 
after a painful illness of near four weeks. Every one 
who knew him, loved him, and will mourn. The Chris- 
tian Chorch will mourn. And with the numerous de- 
nomination to which tbe was attached, and in which he 
shone like a meteor of heavenly light, his less will be ir- 
reparable. He was indeed a meteor ;—)c shot upon us 
in a twinkling; shone as it were but for a moment ; and 
sunk to rise upon the world no more. He was a native of 
the neighbourhood of Manchester, England, ta the 27th 
year of his age, and the eighth of his ministry. Of his 
personal appearance we need not speak. Who that has 
seen him, but retains a distinct impression of his graceiul 
form, his comely features, and the sweet benignity of his 
countenance beaming as it were celestial light! Of his 
character we need not speak. Who that has known bin 
ever knew a being partaking of the frail nature of hu- 
manity, more spotles. and lovely! Of his elogeence we 
need not speak. Who that has listened to the silver 
tones of his voice, the fervent strains of his manner, and 
his soul moving eloquence—but has felt his bosom thrill 
within him, as he wiped the gushing tear from his cheek. 
But he isno more. ‘That form of beautiful symmetry is 
laid low:—that countenance which but a few weeks 
since beamed with intelligence and grace, is now cold 
and pallid—that tongue whose every movement was mel- 
ody, is mute. But after all, we should not grieve too 
much, for :— 








——‘'Tis great to pause and think 

In what a brighter world than this his spirit shines. 

How very near he is to Jesus. For sure he must be near 
To him in heaven, who did so love his name on earth. 
And now he’s wash’d his mortal cares and sins away, 
And now he drinks the consolation ofa Saviour’s love, 
And now he tunes his voice to angel themes. 

And now he joins a band, the rapture of whose song 

An Angel’s miud can scarce imagine.” 


He suffered much bodily pain and anguish during his 
illness, but while his reason was not driven from her em- 
pire, he bore it with the meckness and patience of a lamb. 
Not a sigh nora murmur escaped his lips, but all was 
calm, serene, and bright, when he closed bis eyes in 
death, as the last rays of the setting sun glancing from 
the west upon the mellow light of autuainai clouds! 





They that are professors only, and make shew of reli- 
gion for sinister ends, are like Orpah ; in times of afflic- 
tion they will kiss their mother and begone ; they will soon 
take leave of the church of God. Bat they that are true 
Christians are like Ruth; they will cleave to her, stay by 
her, live and die with her, and never depart from her. 





Ifa good man cannot prevent evil, he will hang heavy 
On its Wings, aad retard its progress. 


EMPLOYMENT. 


A number of Agents well qualified to obtain 
Subscribers for Religious and useful works, may 








place. find employment by applying at this office. 


Terms of the Intelligencer —In advance, $2.50. Seven copies, $2, with an allowance of 10 per cent. to agents. 
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